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Ms. Ohmart
October 2007
Esta información está disponible en Español.  Favor llamar a la oficina al teléfono 407-858-3190, si es necesario.
*************************************************************

A Note from Ms. Ohmart:

I can’t believe that it is already October.  We have been so buy as second graders that the time is just flying right by us.  I want to thank all of the parents who attended Open House because I know the weather outside wasn’t very nice!  I hope that you found the presentation useful and that you are working with your child at home with some of the activities in the zip lock bag. 
I know that grades were a shock to you because of how grades were presented in first grade.  Please do keep in mind that if your child did receive S’s last year, that could be equal to an A, B, or C.  I always send back graded work and activities done in class that can help you and your child see what their strengths and weaknesses are.  I encourage you to take the time to check your child’s red take home folder everyday and go over with them their graded work.

I understand that the expectation in second grade is a lot different from what we are all use to from first grade, but I am positive that we will meet those expectations.  If you need anything or you don’t understand what certain skills or school wide focuses are, please know that I will help you with anything that you need.  Please feel free to write a note in your child’s agenda, email me, or call me at school.  Do you remember however, if you call during instructional hours, I am not able to pick up the phone.  If you do leave a message, I will contact you within 24 hours.

Behavior:
We have been constantly working on behavior within the classroom, the cafeteria, and in the hallways.  Please continue to stress the importance of following directions at school.  They have been doing wonderful though and we have received many compliments so far. 
Reminders:

Please continue to read and sign your child’s agenda every day.  That is the best way for us as a team to continue clear communication.  Also, I appreciate you as the parent, working with me, to have your child write the book that they have read at night in their reading log.  This helps to teach the students responsibility.
I also wanted to mention to please have your child read every night.  This isn’t an optional part of their homework.  I send home the typed stories at the beginning of each story.  We are also going to the library every two weeks now and the students are checking out two books every two weeks.  On top of having your child read, it is very important for you to discuss the story with your child.

Also, if you haven’t turned in your Scholastic Book order, please remember to do so by the end of this week.  I will submit the final book order on Friday, October 5, 2007.  
The Scholastics Book Fair is here at our school.  We will go back to the book fair as a class on Thursday, October 4th, 2007.  If you would like to send money in with your child you may or you may attend our Family Night.  It will begin at 6:00.  I hope to see you there!

Important Dates:

4-Math Family Fun Night/Scholastic Book Fair Night
5-Scholastic Book Orders Due

11-Field Trip to the Ballet

18-Ident-A-Kid

19-No School

26-No School
What We Have Been Doing:

In Reading/Language Arts, we have been focusing a lot on fantasy versus realism.  The children are enjoying reading the funny stories that are in this theme.  In correlation with the reading series, we have been working on long and short vowels, blends, chunking of words, and comprehension.  As far as our school wide focus, we have been working on different skills.  Our first focus was word attack skills, such as changing one or two letters in a word to make a new one (mop to hop or train to plain).  The second focus was reference and research skills which included finding words in the dictionary and looking at their meanings.  If you would ever like to see the school wide focus tests your child has taken, I will be more than happy to send a copy home.  I have to hold on to the original test in order to see their learning growth.
In Writing, we have been doing a lot of review on capital letters at the beginning of sentences, the correct punctuation at the end of sentences, capital I’s, capitalizing names and places, and naming yourself last.  An example of that would be…Sarah and I will go to the store versus Me and Sarah will go to the store.  We have also been focusing on naming words and action words in a sentence.

As for Math, we have been having a lot of fun playing Everyday Math Games that correlate with the lessons that I teach.  We have been heavily working on addition and subtraction facts.  We have also been reviewing the use of fact family triangles and simple word problems.  
Science has been awesome!  We have finally wrapped up our unit on Weather and I am so proud of the super grades that the students made on their overall chapter test.  We have worked on temperature, clouds, the water cycle, and different types of weather.

In Social Studies, we have just begun looking through our first unit.  We have been discussing many vocabulary words that tie into the topics that we have covered.  The topics included neighborhoods, communities, rules and laws, map skills, and we even made a class rule book!  
What’s to Come:

In Language Arts we will finish up our theme with the story Mrs. Brown Went to Town by Wong Herbet Yee and then do a review of all of the skills that were taught during theme 1 in order to take our theme 1 test.  

We will then begin theme 2: Nature Walk by reading Henry and Mudge and the Starry Night by Cynthia Rylant, which is about a little boy and his family who go on a camping trip together and have a lot of fun.  Then we will read Ranger Dockett by Alice Flanagan, which is about an actual Park Ranger who teaches children how to keep nature clean by taking them on tours.

We have a few different skills to work on during October for our school wide focus.  The first skill we will be working on is sequencing.  This entails putting ideas together in the order as they would appear.  An example of sequencing would be: 1-Get in the car. 2-Lock the door. 3-Put on your seatbelt. 4-Drive Safely.  The second skill will be comparing and contrasting.  This skill will have students look at the similarities and differences between 2 or more things.  The third skill for this month will be cause and effect.  Students will work on finding out what caused something to happen and what the effect was.  For example: The girl added too much sugar to her tea (cause).  It was too sweet to drink (effect).  

In Science, we will begin discussing matter.  We will cover the properties of matter (solids, liquids, and gases), the states of matter (color, shape, and size), ways matter can be changed (cutting, bending, mixing, folding and tearing), and finally, ways matter can be cooled and heated.  Please continue to use the study guide that I send home at the beginning of each unit.  I will always staple it inside your child’s agenda.  I also want to encourage you to go over the quizzes that are sent home.  The summaries that are in the quizzes are the exact words from our Science big book that is used in class.  These are two excellent tools to use at home with your child to prepare them for quizzes and tests!  Science is discussed Monday, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.

In Social Studies, we will begin a new unit.  In this unit will cover what’s a capital, the 50 states on a map, borders, countries, the 7 continents and where we live, the globe, the equator, the 4 oceans, and holidays that we celebrate.  Social Studies is discussed on Thursday and Fridays.  Please remember…we don’t give out letter grades in Social Studies!

In Math, we will continue to work on number sense.  This includes name collections, frames and arrows, “What’s My Rule?”, counting strategies using subtraction, place value, using coins, telling time, and data (range, median and mode).  Our school wide focus for October includes word problems, patterns, and measurement.

In Writing, we will continue working on telling sentences and questions, writing a complete answer to a question, writing commands in order to tell someone what to do, and begin introducing how to write a paragraph.  A complete paragraph has 5-8 sentences, includes a topic sentence, main idea and details, and is indented at the beginning.  On Wednesdays, the students are working on writing prompts in their writing journals.

The Box Extras:
We will be going on a field trip to the ballet on Thursday, October 11th, 2007.  I will send home the forms as soon as I get them.  There isn’t an actual permission slip for the students because everyone is entitled to go.  If you would not like for your child to attend the ballet, you MUST send in a letter to me.

Once again, we are very busy in the Crayon Box!!!  We have a fun filled day most of the time with a lot of new and exciting topics waiting to be discovered.  Please feel free to communicate with me if you are in need of any clarification or extra materials for anything that has been covered in the newsletter.  I am here to help your child succeed this year and I know it has been a packed and bumpy month in September, but I know from here on our, things will be packed but smooth!  
I appreciate your continued support in helping your child become a successful second grader.  It is a huge jump from first grade, but they will do great with your continued support at home.
I would like to just quickly mention that from here until the end of the year, spelling and vocabulary tests will be given together but they will be graded separately.  Spelling will fall under the language arts grade and vocabulary will fall under the reading grade.

I can’t stress enough that if there is anything that I can do at anytime for your child, please contact me through your child’s agenda or through email.  My email address is ohmarta@ocps.net.  Be on the lookout in your child’s agenda for any other important information!  Have an outstanding October!

Ms. Ohmart  
