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The Bugzette
Mrs. Ong
December 2007
*************************************************************

A Note from Mrs. Ong:

Can you believe that this year is almost over??  This past month has gone by so quickly.  We have been working non-stop in all subject areas.  I apologize for not getting a newsletter out last month, but things were just a bit hectic.  
With this being the last month before we go on holiday break, it is very important that you continue to work with your child at home.  I suggest that during the holiday break, your child continues to read and work on past skills that have been covered since August.  This will help them to stay on track for when they return in January.

I appreciate your willingness to work with your child at home.  As you may have noticed this week, your child’s homework has increased slightly.  I have added 5 more vocabulary words and the school wide focus for math and reading in the form of a worksheet.  I feel that adding extra practice for the school wide focus will help bring their grades up.  Please take the time to go over the homework with your child.  Every two weeks they will take a school wide focus test.  If you have any questions, please feel free to let me know.  When your child receives the extra support from home, they feel more comfortable when it is time to take the test.

Behavior:
Behavior is still an ongoing effort in our classroom and so I am encouraging you to please take the time to go over the rules and responsibilities with your child.  

We are having a lot of problems with children running throughout the campus.  This has become a major safety issue school wide.  Please speak to your child about the importance of safety at school.
Reminders:

Reading is a part of the daily homework assignment.  As an extra incentive, I have started to pass out Pizza Hut Book-It certificates at the end of each month.  Reading is not optional in my class.  Your child will benefit from their reading.


We have also begun AR this past month.  I encourage each child to read their book three to four times before they take an AR test.  This consists of comprehension questions that are taken on a computer.  Once they have taken the test, they receive points if they pass, to get prizes from the AR Treasure Box.  Please have your child read their AR books at home.  During the weekend is a great time for them to read these books.  They are better prepared to take the AR test, the more they read.

Birthdays:
November 10-Brenda  (
November 15-Isaiah  (
November 24-Danielle  (
December 9-Alexander  (
Important Dates:

5-Progress Reports go home

6-Writing Family Night/Holiday Shop/PTO Meeting
14-Library Books are due

21-Holiday Party/Gift Exchange (Please see below)

24-January 4-Holiday Break
What We Have Been Doing:
In Reading, we have finished theme two and have begun theme three.  Theme three is Around Town: Neighborhood and Community.  We are going to be reading selected stories for a week.  On the weeks that we are reading the story for one week, I want to encourage you to make sure that your child is reading the story every night and discussing it at home.
We have also been going over a lot of phonics skills such as blends, digraphs, base words and endings, and compound words.  They are getting extra practice with these phonic skills through centers.   

Our school wide focus has been discussing Cause and Effect and the Author’s Purpose.  We explored these focuses through all content areas and through homework.  The students seem to have a hard time taking the tests at the end of the two weeks.  I am advising you to spend at least 10 minutes every night going over these skills with your child.
In Writing/Language Arts, we have been working on antonyms, answering questions in a complete sentence, commands, exclamations, reviewing circle maps, and writing about Thanksgiving.
As for Math, we have been discussing money; making change, counting up and back for addition and subtraction, double digit addition and subtraction, frames and arrows with two rules, time, and temperature.
Science has been a lot of fun this past month because we have been doing a lot of fun experiments that tie in with matter and energy.  An example of an experiment that we did was when your child brought in the empty can. I placed it in the freezer for a couple of hours and then each child dipped their cold can in bubble solution.  They had to wrap their hands around the can and hold it.  As the heat from their hands warmed the can, a bubble began to rise.  They had so much fun watching their bubbles form!
What’s to Come:

In Reading we will finish up Chinatown and begin reading A Trip to the Firehouse.  A group of school children visit their neighborhood firehouse and learn all about how firefighters do their jobs.
The next story is Big Bushy Mustache.  In order to look more like his father, Ricky borrows part of a costume from school.  When he loses it on his way home, his father comes up with a replacement and Ricky learns a lesson about responsibility.

 The last story in theme three is Jamaica Louise James.  Jamaica Louise James’ cool idea brightens her grandmother’s birthday as well as a dreary city subway station.

We are finishing up Inference and Drawing Conclusions as our school wide focus and begin to work on Story Elements.  This includes characters, settings, plots, problems, and solutions.
In Science, we will begin discussing force and motion.  We will also be doing a couple of experiments in the classroom that are connected with force and motion.
In Math, we will wrap up Money as the school wide focus and begin Geometry.  This will include 3-D shapes, polygons, line segments, arrays, and parallel lines.
In Writing, we will continue to work on organization.  We will do activities together as a class and individual writing papers.  We are really going to focus on how to organize a paragraph.  This would include a topic sentence, four to five details, and a closing sentence.

The Bug Extras:

We will have our holiday party on Friday, December 21st, 2007.  I would like to do a gift exchange this year. I will send out more information within the next week.
Please always know that I am here for you and your child.  As of Monday, December 10th, 2007, my email will change to tiffany.ong@ocps.net.  You may also leave a voicemail at 407-858-3190 ext. 2294, or include a note through your child’s planner.

Mrs. Ong




December 2007 ~ Specials Calendar

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat
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	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	
	PE3
	Math
	PE2
	Computers
	Music
	

	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15

	
	PE1
	Art
	PE3
	Math
	PE2

Library books are due
	

	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22

	
	Computers
	Music
	PE1
	Art
	PE3

Holiday Party
	

	23/30
	24/31
	25
	26
	27
	28
	29

	
	No School
	No School
	No School
	No School
	No School
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*****  No school from December 24, 2007 until January 4, 2007!!!!! *****
